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Chester-le-Street. 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1967. 

The  general  picture  for  1967  as  shown  by  the  statistics  was  quite 
satisfactory. 

The  estimated  population  topped  the  20,000  mark.  The  Death 
Rate  fell  and  the  Birth  Rate  rose.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was 
well  below  the  average  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  first  time 
since  records  have  been  kept  there  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

On  the  other  hand  the  statistics  do  not  indicate  the  many 
problems  created  by  the  increasing  proportion  of  old  people  in  the 
community.  Nor  do  they  show  the  adverse  aspect  in  so  far  as  mental 
health  is  concerned. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  on  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  is  included  as  part  of  the  report. 

I wish  to  thank,  in  addition  to  the  voluntary  workers,  the 
Chairman  and  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
support  and  help  and  also  the  various  members  of  the  Staff  for  their 
efforts  during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 

J.  L.  SIDDLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICAL  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

1st  April,  1967 — 31st  March,  1968 


Area  2,656  acres 

Population  20,300 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  7,247 

terrace  houses  1,884 

detached  houses  211 

semi-detached  houses  1,815 

farm  houses  and  cottages  10 

houses  and  shops  combined  57 

council  houses  3,270 

Rateable  Value  £615,416 

Estimated  product  of  the  penny  rate  ...  £2,450 


4 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1967 
was  20,300. 


The  growth  of  population  since  the  war  has  been  very  slow  as 
can  be  seen  from  the  following  figures. 


1949  

17,507 

1950 

18,620 

1955 

18,370 

1960 

18,770 

1965 

19,720 

1967  

20,300 

Populations  in  the  Wards  as  shown  by  the  1961  Census  are 
given  below  together  with  1951  figures. 


1951  1961 


Ward 

Census  Figures 

Census  Figur 

North 

5,471 

5,376 

West  

3,775 

3,494 

Central 

2,859 

2,303 

South 

1,532 

4,407 

Pelton  Fell 

3,028 

2,931 

Chester  Moor 

873 

457 

Births 

In  1967  there  were  370  live  births  an  increase  of  37  over  the 
figures  for  1966. 


The  respective  Crude  Birth  Rates  being  18.2  and  16.6  (Compara- 
bility factor  1.03). 


Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1967  was  238  compared  with  85 
in  1966.  The  Crude  Death  Rate  for  1967  was  1 1.7  and  14.3  for  1966. 
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BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1967 
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Table 
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The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year : 

Table  3 


1966 

1967 

Causes  of  Dealth 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Per  cent 
of  total 
Deaths 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Per  cent 
of  total 
Deaths 

1 . Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System  

151 

53.0 

141 

59.2 

2.  Cancer  

44 

15.4 

49 

20.5 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases 

57 

20.0 

25 

10.5 

4.  Violent : 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  (1) 

Suicide  (2) 

12 

4.2 

3 

1.3 

5.  Tuberculosis  

1 

0.35 

0 

0.0 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  fell  from  285  in  1966  to  238 
in  1967. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  once  again  were 
responsible  for  most  of  the  deaths.  Two  out  of  every  3 deaths  being 
caused  by  such  illness.  Coronary  disease  was  of  most  importance  in 
this  group  causing  71  deaths,  (i.e.  1 out  of  every  2 deaths  due  to  heart 
disease  and  1 out  of  every  3 of  all  causes  of  death). 

Deaths  due  to  cancer  rose  slightly  and  this  was  the  second  of  the 
main  causes  of  death.  Of  all  the  deaths  1 in  every  5 was  due  to  cancer. 

Chest  disease  was  the  third  most  important  cause  but  the 
numbers  had  fallen  considerably  since  last  year — from  57  to  25. 

Violent  deaths  fell  from  9 to  3,  motor  car  accidents  caused  only 
1 death  for  1967  as  compared  with  5 in  1966. 

Diagrammatic  Causes  of  Death 
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Infant  Mortality 

There  were  3 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  during  the 
year — in  1966  there  were  6 deaths.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  as  a 
result  fell  from  16.1  to  8 per  1,000  live  births. 


SECTION B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


(1)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  , Newcastle,  is  in  the  New  Institute 
of  Pathology  at  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

The  Director  is  Dr.  J.  H.  Hale. 

The  Laboratory  continued  to  help  the  department  by  carrying 
out  bacteriological  examinations  of  various  samples  (Water,  Ice- 
cream, etc.,  submitted  by  the  Health  Department. 

(2)  The  Administrative  County  is  divided  up  into  areas,  Chester-le- 
Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  forming  No.  4 Area.  For  each 
area,  a Health  Sub-Committee  has  been  appointed  to  exercise  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Health  Committee,  certain  functions  relating 
to  services  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Statistics  concerning  the  services  in  this  part  of  the  report. 

{a)  Health  Visitor  Service 

The  number  of  health  visitors  in  the  area  is  2 and  the  following 
is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  them  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1966. 

Visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitor: 


Visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitor: 

1.  Maternity  and  child  welfare  4,610 

2.  Tuberculosis  94 

3.  General  Health  142 

4.  Mentally  Sub-normal  98 

5.  School  160 

6.  Aged  People  617 


(b)  Clinics 

The  Mains  Farm  House,  West  Lane  Clinic  is  used  to  provide 
accommodation  for  various  clinics  run  by  the  County  Council; 
Telephone  Chester-le-Street  3286. 
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Ante-natal 
Relaxation 
Child  Welfare 


Birth  Control 
Post-natal 
Artificial  Sunlight 


Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

National  dried  milk,  orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil  and  vitamin 
tablets  are  distributed  from  the  Welfare  Centre  as  follows : 

Tuesday — all  day 
Wednesday  morning  only 

(c)  Domiciliary , Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services 

This  is  a Durham  County  Council  Service.  Working  in  the 
district  there  are  3 district  midwives  and  1 district  nurse. 

A summary  of  the  work  done  is  given  below : 


Midwifery 

Number  of  midwives  employed  3 

Work  undertaken  during  year: 

Midwifery  cases  88 

Maternity  cases  4 

Hospital  discharges  165 


Home  Nursing 


Staff 

New  Cases 

Visits 

Paid 

1 

District 

Nurse 

Medical 

Surgical 

Infectious  Diseases 

Tuberculosis 

A [aternal 
Complications 

1 

Medical 

1 

^0 

</) 

Infectious 

Diseases 

T uberculosis 

Maternal 

Complications 

Others 

Patients  over 

65  years 

Visits  to  patients 
over  65  years 

Patientsunder 

5 years 

Visits  to  patients 
under  5 years 

Visits  for 
injection  only 

116 

38 

— 

5 

2 

3,988 

1,075 

— 

139 

17 

260 

103 

3,692 

1 

32 

1,500 

1 ' 

These  cases  and 

Total  New  Cases:  161.  Total  Visits  Paid:  5,479.  visits  are  already 

included  in  the  total 


(d)  Ambulance  Depot 

The  Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  is  served  principally  by  the 
Ambulance  Depot  situated  at  Osborne  Road,  Chester-le-Street.  The 
Depot  has  an  establishment  of  1 depot  superintendent,  4 senior 
drivers  and  12  drivers  with  7 vehicles,  5 of  which  are  dual  purpose. 
There  is  a 24  house  coverage  from  the  depot  but  in  case  of  emergency 
a service  is  supplied  from  other  depots.  Overall  control  is  exercised 
by  a Central  Control  at  Durham  where,  by  a system  of  direct 
telephone  lines  and  radio,  close  supervision  is  kept  on  vehicles 
operating  in  all  parts  of  the  County,  thus  enabling  any  area  to  be 
reinforced  as  necessary. 
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All  requests  for  ambulance  transport  in  the  area  are  made  to 
Central  Control  at  Durham,  where  a 24-hour  service  is  maintained. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Chester- 
le-Street  depot  during  the  year,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  these 
figures  will  include  patients  from  areas  other  than  the  Urban  District 
and  that  the  conveyance  of  patients  residing  in  the  Urban  District 
is  not  restricted  to  the  Chester-le-Street  depot,  but  may  be  under- 
taken by  vehicles  from  other  depots  passing  through  the  area. 


Patients  Carried 

Journeys 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

Mileage 

6,346 

2,811 

20,690 

23,501 

135,071 

(5,328) 

(1,838) 

(19,239) 

(21,077) 

(111,452) 

(e)  Domestic  Help 

Domestic  helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  where 
necessary  in  cases  of  sickness,  childbirth,  infirmity  or  other  house- 
hold emergencies. 


Cases  attended  1st  January,  1967  152 

Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  3 1 st  January,  1 967  94 

New  cases  served  during  1967  81 

Cases  terminated  during  1967  52 

Cases  attended  at  31st  December,  1967  181 

Type  of  Cases  Served  during  year: 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  2 

(b)  Tuberculosis  — 

(c)  Chronic  Sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  224 

(d)  Others  7 


(/)  Prevention  of  Illness  and  After-Care 

Under  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the 
Durham  County  Council  supply  nursing  requisites  on  loan  to  those 
needing  them.  A fee  is  charged,  the  assessment  of  which  depends  on 
income  and  type  of  article  borrowed.  A small  store  of  articles  is  now 
available  at  short  notice  at  the  No.  4 Area  Health  Office,  Bridge  End. 

(g)  School  Health  Service 

The  School  Health  Services  in  the  area  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council.  The  Service  provides  for  systematic  medical 
examination  of  pupils  in  the  school  and  dental  treatment  of  school 
children. 

The  school  clinic  for  the  area  is  now  at  Chester-le-Street. 
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(3)  Hospital  Service 

The  population  of  the  district  is  in  the  main  dealt  with  by  the 
Durham  Group  of  Hospitals.  The  hospitals  situated  in  Chester-le- 
Street  are  the  General  Hospital  and  Highfield  Hospital. 


(4)  Executive  Council  Services 

The  Executive  Council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  the  body 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  General  Practitioner 
Services  in  the  District. 

The  General  Practitioner  Services  consist  of  the  Family  Doctor 
Service,  the  General  Dental  Service,  the  Pharmaceutical  Service  and 
the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Service,  each  providing  the  patient 
with  the  individual  attention  needed.  These  services  are  available  to 
all  civlians  according  to  their  medical  need. 

(5)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
{a)  Meals  on  Wheels 

This  service  continued  to  grow  during  1967.  In  order  to  simpl  ify 
delivery  and  to  keep  washing-up  to  a minimum  the  council  agreed 
to  the  use  of  foil  containers  for  the  meals.  With  the  introduction  of 
these  containers  during  the  year  each  meal  is  delivered  in  two  foil 
containers  which  are  non-returnable.  All  concerned  have  found  that 
the  use  of  these  containers  has  reduced  the  work  for  the  voluntary 
helpers.  During  the  year  the  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service 
continued  their  excellent  service  by  providing  drivers  and  mates  for 
the  van. 

There  were  3,930  meals  delivered  during  the  year. 

(. b ) Luncheon  Club 

During  the  year  an  additional  luncheon  club  was  opened  in 
April  at  Pelton  Fell.  The  Clubs  in  being  during  the  year  are  shown 
below  with  the  numbers  of  meals  served. 


Bullion  Hall  4,135 

South  Pelaw  Hall  3,090 

Pelton  Fell  Hall  372 


Total  7 597 


Both  in  respect  of  the  luncheon  clubs  and  meals  on  wheels  the 
County  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  the  schemes. 

(c)  Holidays  for  the  Aged 

Holidays  for  aged  persons  were  first  introduced  in  the  Urban 
District  in  1966. 
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In  1967,  the  numbers  were  increased  and  37  aged  persons  were 
sent  on  a holiday  to  Southport.  Four  Voluntary  Helpers  supplied  by 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  Catholic  Women’s  League 
went  with  the  party  to  ensure  that  attention  was  available  in  an 
emergency  and  in  order  to  organise  outings  etcetera. 

The  holiday  was  very  much  appreciated  by  the  old  people  and 
thanks  must  be  given  to  the  voluntary  helpers  for  their  part  in  the 
scheme. 

(6)  Chiropody — Aged  Persons 

Clinics  in  the  Urban  District  are  held  in  Bullion  Hall,  South 
Pelaw  Hall,  and  the  Community  Hall,  Pelton  Fell. 

In  all  these  cases  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  organise  the 
sessions  with  the  aid  of  a grant  by  the  Durham  County  Council  to 
cover  the  costs.  No  charge  is  made  to  the  aged  persons  receiving 
treatment. 

The  figures  of  treatments  are  given  below: 


Number  of  persons  treated  257 

Number  of  treatments  given  848 


(7)  Voluntary  Help 

In  spite  of  the  growth  of  the  Council’s  services  for  the  Aged,  the 
increased  need  for  voluntary  help  continues  to  be  satisfied.  One  feels 
that  the  source  must  dry  up  eventually  but  hopes  are  that  this 
position  will  not  be  reached  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  Council  are  very  appreciative  of  the  voluntary  help  and  do 
try  to  make  their  work  as  easy  as  possible  as  for  example  by  the 
provision  of  foil  containers  for  the  meals  on  wheels  service. 

(8)  Health  Education 

Support  was  given  to  the  various  central  schemes  on  Health 
Education.  In  particular  the  National  Water  Safety  Campaign  was 
brought  to  local  notice. 

Pamphlets  and  posters  on  numerous  topics  continued  to  be 
distributed.  The  day-to-day  health  education  of  members  of  the 
public  through  personal  contact  was  continued  by  the  members  of 
the  department. 

(9)  Domiciliary  Laundry  Service  for  Aged 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  run  a scheme  in  the  area  whereby 
dirty  linen  is  collected  at  the  house  and  returned  later  after  being 
laundered  at  the  hospital.  The  scheme  works  by  the  co-operation  of 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  the  Hospital  Authority  and  the  County 
Council. 
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During  the  first  year  the  service  was  very  little  used. 

(10)  Multiple  Screening  Clinic — Presymptomatic 

The  Council  during  the  year  supported  the  proposal  that  a 
Multiple  Screening  Clinic  should  be  set  up  in  Chester-le-Street.  At 
the  time  of  writing  it  would  appear  that  the  first  such  clinic  in  the 
County  will  be  set  up  by  the  County  Council  for  2 weeks  in  Chester- 
le-Street  in  1968. 

(11)  Tufty  Club 

The  principle  of  having  Tufty  Clubs  to  train  the  under  3 year  olds 
in  simple  road  safety  was  agreed  to  during  the  year.  By  the  end  of 
1967  no  clubs  had  commenced  but  the  establishment  of  one  at  least 
was  in  sight. 
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SECTION  C 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  Water 

Piped  water  is  supplied  to  the  town  by  the  Durham  County 
Water  Board.  Routine  samples  are  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  at  fairly  frequent 
intervals  and  additional  samples  are  submited  in  the  case  of  a 
complaint. 

The  results  were  as  follows: 


Grade  I 13 

Grade  II  1 


One  sample  of  water  was  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  during 
the  year  following  complaint,  the  result  is  given  below: 

Appearance  Clear 

Odour  None 


pH  Value  7.6 

Parts  per 
Million 

Total  solid  matter  (Dried  at  180°C)  75 

Nitrogen : 

as  free  and  saline  ammonia  Nil 

as  albuminoid  ammonia  0.05 

as  nitrate  Nil 

Hardness : 

Temporary  14 

Permanent  22 

Total  36 

Chloride  4 

Sulphate  24 

Alkalinity  36 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  0.4 

Metals: 

Calcium  1 1 

Magnesium  2 

Sodium  5.9 

Potassium  0.8 

Lead  Nil 

Copper  Nil 

Iron  0.08 


Report: 

‘The  water  is  of  a high  degree  of  chemical  purity  and  in  the  event 
of  a satisfactory  bacteriological  report,  it  can  be  accepted  as 
wholesome.” 

2.  Sewage  Disposal 

(. Report  by  Mr.  McLane , Sewage  Works  Manager) 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  the  sewage  disposal 
works  have  treated  an  average  daily  flow  of  938,199  gallons. 
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As  a result  of  the  treatment  process  it  has  been  necessary  to 
dispose  of,  by  land  treatment,  approximately  15,000  gallons  of 
liquid  sludge  per  day  and  1 cubic  yard  of  fine  grit  per  week. 

In  November  1967,  the  disposal  works  survived  what  was 
probably  the  highest  flood  in  the  river  Wear.  This  was  of  such 
magnitude  that  at  one  period  there  was  virtually  ho  outlet  from  the 
disposal  works  into  the  river.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  con- 
tinuing effort  to  overcome  difficulties  experienced  in  most  new  plants 
and  to  bring  the  works  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  efficiency. 

3.  Disinfestations 

During  the  year  treatment  was  carried  out  in  34  premises  in 
order  to  deal  with  infestations  of  various  types. 

4.  Smoke  Control 

Once  again  the  emission  of  smoke  from  industrial  premises 
caused  little  serious  concern  during  the  year.  The  occasional  com- 
plaint received  was  dealt  with  by  informal  action. 

A great  deal  of  atmospheric  pollution  still  arises  from  the  burning 
of  bituminous  coal  in  the  domestic  fireplace,  although  the  modernisa- 
tion of  older  houses  is  gradually  eliminating  the  old  -fashioned  open 
fireplace. 

During  the  year  your  Public  Health  Inspector  recommended 
consideration  being  given  to  the  creation  of  a smoke  control  area 
in  the  Whitehall  Park  Development.  This  proposal  was  not  agreed 
to  but  the  Council  did  decide  that  all  developers  on  this  estate  would 
be  instructed  to  provide  in  this  scheme  appliances  which  would 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  a Smokeless  Zone. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
(a)  Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 

registered 

premises 

receiving 

a general 

inspection 

Offices  

6 

53 

17 

Retail  Shops 

11 

134 

33 

Wholesale  Shops,  Ware- 
houses   

— 

3 

— 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens  

4 

25 

18 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

21 

215 

68 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises  under 
the  Act:  142. 

In  this  Schedule: 

“general  inspection”  means  any  inspection  of  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies 
which  is  undertaken  for  the  purposes  of  ascertaining  whether  all  the  relevant 
provisions  of  the  Act  and  instruments  thereunder  are  complied  with  as  respects 
those  premises;  and  “registered  premises”  means  any  premises  in  respect  of 
which  a notice  under  49  of  the  Act  has  been  received  by  a local  authority  or  by 
the  Greater  London  Council  and  the  expression  “premises  registered”  shall  be 
constructed  accordingly. 

(b)  Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section  Number  of  Contraventions  found 

4 Cleanliness  19 

5 Overcrowding  — 

6 Temperature  39 

7 Ventilation  3 

8 Lighting  48 

9 Sanitary  Convenience  25 

10  Washing  Facilities  38 

1 1 Supply  of  Drinking  Water  7 

12  Clothing  Accommodation  3 

13  Sitting  Facilities  — 

14  Seats  (Sedentary  Workers)  — 

15  Eating  Facilities  — 

16  Floors,  passage  and  stairs  21 

17  Fencing  exposed  parts  of  machinery  3 

18  Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous  machinery  1 

19  Training  of  young  persons  working  at  dangerous  machinery  — 

23  Prohibition  of  heavy  work  — 

24  First  Aid  General  Provisions  42 

Other  Matters  45 


Total  284 
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(c)  Exemptions 


Number  of  applications  received  Nil 

Number  of  applications  granted  Nil 

(i)  Space  Nil 

(ii)  Temperature  Nil 

(iii)  Sanitary  Conveniences  Nil 

(iv)  Running  Water  Nil 


(< d ) Prosecutions.  Number  instituted  and  completed  during  the  year. 


Section  of  Act  or 

Number  of 
persons  or 

Number  of 

Number  of 
informations 

title  of  order  of 

companies 

informations 

leading  to 

Regulation 

prosecuted 

laid 

conviction 

Nil 

Number  of  complaints  (or  summary  applications)  made  under  Section  22  Nil 
Number  of  interim  orders  granted  Nil 


(e)  Reported  Accidents 


Workplace 

Number 

Reported 

Total 

Number 

investi- 

gated 

Action  Recommended 

No 

Action 

Fatal 

Non- 

Fatal 

Prose- 

cution 

Formal 

Warning 

Informed 

Advice 

Office  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Retail  Shops  

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Wholesale  shops 
and  warehouses 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Catering  estab- 
lishments open  to 
public,  canteens 













Fuel  storage 
depots  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

3 

3 
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Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents 


Office 

Retail 

Shops 

Wholesale 

Warehouses 

Catering 
Establish- 
ments open 
to  public , 
Canteens 

Fuel 

Storage 

Depots 

Machinery  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Transport  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Falls  of  persons 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stepping  on  or  striking 
against  object  or  person 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Handling  Goods 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

Use  of  hand  tools 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Struck  of  falling  object 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Not  otherwise  specified 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 
PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Office  

193 

Retail  shops  

1,106 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

8 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public 

219 

Canteens  

— 

Fuel  storage  depots  

Total 

1,526 

Total  Males 

541 

Total  Females 

985 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


PART  ONE  OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  the  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  

_ 





_ 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  1 , in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  

44 

12 

5 

_ 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
worker’s premises)  

7 

Total 

51 

12 

3 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosections 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Re- 

medied 

(3) 

Refe 

rred 

(1) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of 

Cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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6.  RATS  and  MICE  (Prevention  of  Damage  of  Pests)  Act,  1949 


Type  of  Property 

Non- Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

8,541  (8,400) 

10  (13) 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (includ- 
ing nearby  premises).  Inspected  fol- 
lowing notification  

164  (123) 

3 (-) 

(b)  Number  infested  by : 

(i)  Rats  

127  (103) 

3 (-) 

(ii)  Mice  

41  (17) 

~ (-) 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification : 

( b ) Number  infested  by : 

(i)  Rats  

142  (94) 

25  (13) 

7 (7) 

1 0) 

(ii)  Mice  

2 (9) 

1 (-) 

(Last  years  figures  are  given  in  parenthesis) 


Rodent  Control 

The  number  of  notifications  of  rodent  infestations  showed  a 
considerable  increase  over  the  previous  years  imposing  additional 
strain  upon  an  already  overworked  part-time  rodent  operator. 

It  was  only  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  it  was  possible  to 
keep  pa.ce  with  complaints  and  at  the  same  time  carry  out  routine 
visits  and  treatments  to  known  trouble  spots. 

During  the  year  the  system  of  control  was  reorganised.  This 
reorganisation  whilst  sometimes  meant  delay  in  dealing  with  com- 
plaints, improved  the  overall  efficiency  of  the  service. 

Test  Baiting  of  Sewers 

During  the  year,  80  sewer  manholes  out  of  a total  of  832  were 
test  baited  for  rats.  There  were  only  3 partial  takes  recorded. 
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SECTION  D 


There  were  33  council  houses  completed  during  the  year.  These 
consisted  of  25  three-bedroomed  houses  and  8 flats.  143  houses 
were  completed  by  private  builders. 


Houses  Built  since  1953. 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Total 

New  Permanent 
Council  Houses 

140 

111 

109 

108 

116 

129 

122 

70 

43 

84 

53 

54 

109 

65 

33 

1,346 

Re-Lets 

59 

81 

72 

48 

49 

101 

76 

118 

146 

117 

104 

122 

157 

113 

130 

1,493 

Private 

8 

j 

9 

11 

36 

14 

8 

23 

39 

72 

98 

131 

143 

120 

184 

143 

1,039 

Rehousing 

Rehousing  on  medical  priority  was  granted  to  5 families  during 
the  year,  31  families  were  rehoused  from  condemned  property. 


Rehousing  from  condemned  property  for  the  past  7 years: 


1960  30 

1961  11 

1962  28 

1963  49 

1964  23 

1965  40 

1966  21 

1967  31 


The  waiting  period  for  a council  house  for  persons  on  the 
ordinary  list  varies  with  district  but  is  approximately  10  years. 

Alterations  to  Houses  occupied  by  the  Physically  Handicapped 

Where  considered  necessary  alterations  are  made  to  council 
houses  in  order  to  overcome  difficulties  encountered  by  physically 
handicapped  occupants.  Where  these  are  carried  out  the  Durham 
County  Council  invariably  meet  half  the  cost  of  the  work. 

Whilst  this  work  does  help  the  handicapped  to  be  more  indepen- 
dent the  ideal  solution  in  many  cases  would  be  the  provision  of 
purpose-built  bungalows  for  the  handicapped. 

Slum  Clearance 

Once  again  no  Clearance  Areas  were  declared  during  the  year 
and  condemnation  of  houses  was  done  individually  following  reports 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Details  of  action  taken,  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  during 
the  year  were  as  follows: 


Closing  Orders  6 

Demolition  Orders  on  individual  houses  33 

Total  39 


Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  35  applications  for  improvement  grants  were 
dealt  with  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector. 

All  applications  were  in  respect  of  standard  grants  and  all  were 
approved  by  the  Council. 

A summary  of  the  work  done  in  this  connection  since  1959  is 
given  below: 


Year 

Total 

1967 

1959/1967 

Number  of  applications  approved  

35 

228 

Number  of  houses  improved  

21 

182 

Amount  paid  in  grants  

£4,857 

£26,017 

Amenities  Provided 

Fixed  baths  

21 

160 

Wash  hand  basins  

20 

170 

Hot  water  supply  

21 

161 

Water  closet  inside  dwelling  

21 

174 

Food  storage  accommodation 

17 

139 

SECTION  E 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  and  Food  Premises 

Continued  efforts  were  made  during  1967  to  improve  the  state 
of  education  of  food  handlers  in  the  town. 

In  April  1967  the  Durham  Technical  College  agreed  to  co- 
operate in  the  training  in  food  hygience  by  holding  courses  of 
lectures  in  the  Health  Department  Building,  Bridge  End. 

The  course  of  instruction  consists  of  6 lectures  in  accordance 
with  requirements  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  and  after 
an  oral  examination  the  successful  candidates  are  awarded  the 
certificate  in  Food  Hygiene  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association. 
They  are  then  entitled  to  wear  a St.  John  Ambulance  Association 
badge  marked  ‘Clean  Food  Handling’. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  23  persons  had  taken  the  course  and 
20  were  successful.  The  ideal  position  would  be  achieved  when  all 
food  handlers  serving  the  public  could  be  seen  to  be  wearing  one  of 
these  badges  indicating  that  they  had  some  knowledge  of  hygienic 
food  handling. 
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Bacteriological  Sampling  of  Food 

During  the  year  13  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 


The  results  are  given  below : 

Grade  Total 

I II  III  IV 

Ice  Cream  1 0 0 4 5 

OTHER  FOODS 


Number  of 
Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Sausages  (all  types) 

2 

2 

Sliced  Meats  

1 

1 

— 

Synthetic  Cream  

4 

4 

— 

Chicken  

1 

1 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Only  milk  of  specified  designation  may  be  sold  in  the  district. 
The  granting  of  Dealers  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  special 
designations  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Durham  County  Council. 
The  County  Council  staff  take  samples  of  milk  for  examination  and 
copies  of  the  results  are  sent  to  the  Chester-le-Street  Urban  District 
Council,  Health  Department.  In  all  80  samples  were  reported  on 
the  results  are  shown  in  the  table  below : 


Designation 

Untreated  24 

Pasteurised  36 

Sterilised  20 

Test  Result . Passed  Failed 

Methylene  Blue  Test  56  3 

Phosphatase  Test 36  — 

Turbidity  Test  20 

Biological  Test  for  T.B.,  etc  6 — 

Antibiotic  Test  23  — 


Total  141  3 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  be  unsound  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered : 


Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetables  760  lbs. 

Canned  Meat  415  lbs. 

Meat  from  Retail  Shops  48  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  400  lbs. 


Total  1,623  lbs. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

During  the  year  a number  of  complaints  were  investigated 
regarding  food  sold  locally.  The  complaints  dealt  with  included  the 
following  matters : 

1.  A waterproof  finger  bandage  in  a can  of  fruit. 

2.  A stale  cake. 

3.  A mouldy  loaf  of  bread. 

4.  A piece  of  cheese  infested  with  mites  and  in  a decomposing  condition. 

5.  A packet  of  cheese  containing  a fly. 

There  were  prosecutions  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 
and  fines  were  imposed  in  five  cases,  one  absolute  discharge  being 
given  on  payments  of  costs.  Fines  totalled  £80  and  costs  awarded 
amounted  to  £44  11s.  6d. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 — Registration  of  Premises 

Premises  for  manufacture,  sale  and  storage  of  Ice  Cream  56 

Premises  for  manufacturing  Sausage,  Potted  Meat  and  Pressed  Foods  12 

Egg  Pasteurisation 

During  the  year  4 sa  mples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  testing  (Alpha- Amylase),  and  results  were  all 
satisfactory. 


SECTION  F 

PREVALANCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  becomes 
smaller  as  the  years  go  by.  Other  diseases  which  are  not  notifiable 
are  becoming  of  increasing  importance  and  steps  are  being  taken 
nationally  to  alter  the  legislation.  During  1967  only  80  cases  were 
notified,  77  of  which  were  measles. 

Measles 

In  1966  there  were  344  cases  notified  and  this  has  fallen  to  77 
for  1967.  In  the  near  future  measles  vaccination  is  to  be  introduced 
and  this  will  in  due  course  result  in  the  elimination  of  measles  as 
has  been  done  in  the  case  of  diphtheria. 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases 

There  were  no  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough  or  Poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year. 
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Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Diphtheria 


Figures 

for  immunisation  during  the 

past  5 

years  were  as 

follows : 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Primary  Immunisation  0-15  years  330 

373 

373 

349 

346 

Booster  Doses 

105 

360 

446 

306 

471 

Poliomyelitis 

Primary  Immunisation 

412 

Booster  Doses  

361 

Whooping  Cough 

Primary  Immunisation 

319 

Booster  Doses 

283 

Smallpox 

Primary  Immunisation 

229 

Re-vaccination 

14 

Tuberculosis 

Three  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1967  as  compared  with  7 for  1966. 

This  figure  is  the  smallest  recorded  in  the  town  and  is  well  below 
the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 

B.C.G. 

The  BCG.  scheme  for  vaccination  of  school  leavers  was  con- 
tinued for  the  twelfth  year.  Arrangements  were  made  in  co-operation 
with  the  Chest  Physician  and  some  positive  school  children  who 
had  not  been  previously  vaccinated  were  X-rayed. 

The  figures  were  as  follows : 


School 

Number 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Number 

Positive 

Per  Cent 
Positive 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Grammar  School  

112 

22 

19.6 

87 

Modern  School 

94 

14 

14.9 

78 

R.C.  School 

12 

— 

— 

11 

Total 

218 

36 

16.5 

176 

Glandular  Fever 

This  is  not  a notifiable  disease  but  a number  of  cases  came  to 
light  in  one  school — both  teachers  and  pupils  being  affected.  Know- 
ledge about  the  disease  is  limited  but  a careful  watch  was  kept  on 
the  situation. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1967 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS  SINCE  1953 
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